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The Children First Lewisham - Small Grants Programme

Children First Lewisham is committed to supporting local children and young people with a range of additional needs.   We have had much success in our fundraising to support the building and equipping of the special facilities in Kaleidoscope - Lewisham Children and Young People’s Centre. 

Following on from this, we now wish to make available financial support through a small grants programme, in collaboration with The Frank Buttle Trust.  These funds will be made available to professionals working with children supported by Kaleidoscope, to provide essential items, critical to their well being.

The Frank Buttle Trust, established since 1953, is a national charity providing grant aid to individual vulnerable children and young people in need.   The aim of this small grants programme is to meet the fundamental needs of children and young people, by making a positive contribution where their safety, health or development are at risk.

Eligibility

To be eligible for help, children and young people must be:

· Aged 18 years or younger

· Ordinarily resident in the UK 

· Living in difficult circumstances eg illness, distress, abuse, neglect, disability, behavioural/psychological problems

· Severe poverty and deprivation

· In financial need

Types of Grants

Grants are generally for such items as clothing, beds, bedding, white goods and other basic and essential furniture and household items.  However, grant can be requested for a wide range of purposes, provided that the item or service to be funded is critical to the well being of the child.  Please note that grants on average will not normally exceed £300.

White Goods

The Trust has an arrangement with Comet for washing machines, cookers, fridges and other white goods to be delivered and installed directly to the home families.  All products will come with a 12-month guarantee.

How to Apply 

All applications should be made by a professional worker capable of assessing the needs of the child and administering a grant on behalf of the Trust.  An application form should be completed with the family and submitted with a supporting statement setting out a full description of the circumstances and explaining how the child or young person will benefit from the grant.    The application form and full guidelines are available on the Trust’s website at www.buttletrust.org.

Exclusions

Please note that this scheme will not normally help with debts, childcare costs, holidays and non-essential items. 

Contact Details

Contact Person at the Trust will be:

Hazel Sewell – Grants Officer

The Frank Buttle Trust, Audley House, 13 Palace Street, London SW1E 5HX

Direct Line:
020 7798 6234

Email: 
hazels@buttletrust.org
